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Volleyball 
By: Mark Garza 

The Homecoming theme this year is “Out of This World.” Floats 

are now being built and our candidates for queen this year are Lily 

Frick, Reilly Baker, JJ Casey, McKenzie Nichols, and Gia Ordonez. 

Activities to come include the parade, football game, pep rally, 

dress up days, class wars, and, of course, the dance. The dance will 

be held in the JCHS gymnasium and open to any JCHS student with 

a small fee for admission. Guest request forms are available for 

individuals outside of JCHS. Dress up days this year include Star 

Dazed Day (pajama day), Galaxy Day, Gemini Day (twin day), 

Class Color Day, and Sun and Moon Day (red & black day). The 

class that participates the most in the dress up days will win 

something special.  

The volleyball team consists of twenty-five people on both Varsity 

and JV/Freshman teams. The volleyball team is a very cooperative 

team that helps each other in the game as well as outside of the court. 

The record is 5-8 at the moment. Jon Watts joined the coaching staff 

this year. The varsity team has ten people total on the team, including 

Gia Ordonez, Abbey Bennett, Alexis Turner, Briley Watts, Reilly 

Baker, Zoe Davies, Lauren Friess, Penny Nichols, Makayla Loftus, 

and J.J. Casey. Junior, Lauren Friess, said, “I want to have even 

better teamwork and cooperation this year so we can evolve as 

individual people as well as a team”.  The JCHS Invitational was 

hosted here on 9/1 where a three way tie occurred. JCHS, 

Thompsonville and Crab Orchard were tied but Thompsonville took 

home the win. The JCHS varsity team played their best game while 

playing Christopher. Alexis Turner is leading in kills. JCHS was 

down 18-13 but Gia came in and served twelve points to take the win 

for JCHS against Christopher. Keep up the good work girls!  



Football 
By: Cole Dixon 

Currently the Johnston City Indians are 1-2 after battling three tough opponents. Sam 

Anastasi, a senior on the football team, says, “Fairfield will be our toughest opponent this 

season. I look forward to going back to the playoffs and bringing the town together every 

Friday night. As a senior, I can’t wait to be under the lights with my brothers fighting for 

every play, every down, every inch.” Coach Thomas says, “My favorite thing about being a 

coach is being able to make an impact on the game and the students.” Coach Thomas has 

been coaching for a grand total of twenty-four years. Coach is hoping the team practices hard 

and plays hard for the full nine weeks. He is hoping that the Johnston City Indians make us 

proud this season and recommends coming out to support the tribe.  
 

2018 Johnston City Indians Varsity Team includes: 

Austin Brown, Dalton Frick, Noah Jones, Garrett McBride, Dallas Johnson, Dylan Fisher, Fischer Terrill, 

Justin Clark, Caleb Curry, Matthew Ricketts, Kaleb Vaughn, Donovan Hutchinson, Will Matyi, Jordan 

Wininger, Jakob Ridings, William Cheek, Dalton Salter, Caide Sloan, Caleb Newell, Caleb Norris, Mason 

Bruce, Alex Peek, William Walsh,  Blake Gualdoni, Houston Hall, Ryan Norris, Sam Anastasi, Christian 

Sawyer, Kyle Grant, Dustin Rametta, Levi Baker, Matt Harris, Robert Hogue, Jared Miller, Josh Beaumont, 

Seth Linhorst, Ethan Tolbert, Lane Cross, and Noah Bliss. 
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Cheerleading 
By: Lauren Friess 

The 2018-19 JCHS cheerleading team is 

hoping to do very well this year. Joining the 

team were several new freshmen.  The 

JCHS cheer team includes Reilly Baker 

(Captain), Lauren Friess, Garyn Finney, 

Adrian Crow, Mia Lawrence, Madison 

Jones, Brylea Endrizzi, Saraya Hooker, 

Taylor Cockfield, Audrey Turner, Madilyn 

Ward, Kailee Grant, Addy Anastasi, and 

Tabitha Hoercher.  The cheerleaders cheer 

at every varsity football game and every 

boys basketball game. Captain Reilly Baker 

said, “This year we are hoping to cheer our 

boys to victory and get closer as a team. 

Being on the team and getting to cheer 

under the Friday night lights is my favorite 

thing to do.” 

The JCHS dance team of 2018-2019 is  

starting off on a new foot this year with  

several new teammates and a new coach. The 

new coach, Mikaila Moore, is very kind and 

patient with the inexperienced girls and 

wants them to succeed. The new girls joining 

the team are Elektra Thompson, Kristen 

Rutherford, Katelyn Winkleman, and Sydney 

Billington, along with former dancers Lily 

Frick (Captain), Hannah Cutsinger (Captain),  

Allison Jones, and Hannah Woolard. All  

performances will be at home football games 

until competition season comes around. They 

are expecting to have a great season and be 

the best performers that they can be. Lily 

Frick said, “We have a bunch of new girls on 

the team and I’m excited to see what we can 

accomplish this season.”  

Dance 
By: Taeler Kee 
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 Walk on the right side of the hallway. 

 Do not stand in the middle of the hallway. 

 You only need a notebook and a pencil for            

 most classes. 

 Be involved in school activities. 

 Do not let your grades slip. 

 Start thinking about what classes you want 

 to take before the day you pick them. 

 The grades you make as a freshman count. 

 Your GPA is important!  

Freshman Advice 
By: Lukas Davis 

The JCHS band has gained a new instructor, Mrs. Sylvia Graham. The drum majors are  

Amelia Anderson and Lauren Eberhart. Section leaders include Samantha Peek, Ashlynn 

Jennings, Calvin Lindner, Carly Madrid, Will Scarbrough, and Logan Hunt. There are about 

thirty members this year, which is practically a record high for the JCHS band! The JCHS 

marching and pep band will be attending all home football and boys basketball games, as well 

as any pep rallies and parades. While they may not be competing this year, the Indians will 

still have a show for halftime. The JCHS concert band will hold their usual Christmas and 

Spring concerts later this school year. 

Band 
By: Carly Madrid 

Seventeen years ago, before 

most JCHS students were 

even born, our country was 

forever changed!  
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Q. How long have you been a teacher? 

A. “I’ve been here for  twenty-three years, and I used to substitute teach before coming to 

Johnston City.” 

Q. Did you always want to teach? What made you decide to? 

A. “Yes. I liked working with students.”  

Q. What is your favorite thing to do on your own time? 

A. “I like to travel, spend time with my family, be outside, and read in my free time.”  

Q. What is your fondest memory while teaching? 

A. “I love seeing my students after  they graduate and hear ing that the things I have 

taught them have helped them in real life.” 

Q.  Are you excited to retire? Why? 

A. “Yes, when I retire I’ll be able to do things on my own time.  I’ll be able to do things in 

the winter and fall and not have to worry.” 

Q. What was your favorite thing about traveling with the students? 

A. “My favor ite thing about traveling with the students is getting to show them the 

places and things we have talked about in class.” 

Q. What was an embarrassing thing that happened to you during high school? 

A. “I was a baton twir ler  in high school, so we would go out on the field and per form 

before football games. One time I was late for the football game and the band and the 

cheerleaders and everyone else there had to wait for me to start. So everyone there saw me get 

onto the field late so we could start. It was one of those embarrassing moments where you 

can’t decide whether you should run or walk.” 

Q. What is your favorite food? 

A. “Oh, this is hard- I can’t pick just one. I’d have to say pasta and pizza. Oh, and Mexican 

of course.” 

Retiring This Year: Mrs. Crompton 
By: Tayler Issler 

“Learn as if you were to live forever.” -Mahatma Gandhi 

 

“Not all who wander are lost.” -JRR Tolkien 

Mrs. Crompton’s Favorite Quotes 



Academic Clubs 
By: Jadan Bible 

Math Team competes regionally and 

statewide in various forms of 

mathematics. Either Mr. Lenny Clark or 

Mr. Trevor Clark must ask you to join. 

There is an overnight trip to Champaign 

for the state competition every year.                                                                                        

Scholar Bowl competes against other 

schools by using the students’ knowledge 

of a variety of subjects. You must talk to 

Mrs. Stultz to sign up and maintain a 3.0 

GPA.  

In W.Y.S.E (Worldwide Youth in Science 

and Engineering), the immediate goal is 

to attract a greater number of talented and 

diverse students to careers in engineering 

and the sciences. Members compete by 

taking academic subject tests. W.Y.S.E. 

team will be available this year, but 

because of the organization undergoing 

changes, it will be under a different name 

and competitions will be held at a 

different location. 

National Honor Society is dedicated to 

noticing students for outstanding 

leadership skills, academic showmanship, 

overall quality features and service. One 

must be invited to apply and selected to be 

inducted. Start your volunteer hours now 

if you are seeking a spot on NHS.                                                                                                            

Student Council  members share ideas, 

interests, and concerns with teachers and 

school principals. They often also help 

raise funds for school-wide activities, 

social events, community projects, helping 

people in need and school reform. Must 

have a 3.0 GPA, fill out an application, 

complete an interview, and be chosen to 

participate. 

Art Club meetings are every Fr iday. Ar t club 

has several different events to offer such as a 

yearly trip to Chicago and painting faces at 

home football games.  

 

Business Club requires you to have three 

previous semesters of business classes, fill out 

the membership form, and pay the five dollar 

due. Business club sponsors are Mrs. Will and 

Mrs. Kosco. Members participate in many 

activities throughout the year such as 

fundraisers, volunteering for the Special 

Olympics, sponsoring a family for an angel 

tree, and holding a food drive. 

 

FFA is open to anyone who would like to 

learn about agriculture. FFA supports school 

teams, hosts fundraisers, works with the 

community, attends heritage conferences and 

Career Development, teaches agriculture in the 

classroom and sells agricultural projects among 

other activities. 

 

H.O.S.A (Health Occupations Students of 

America) is a club which allows better  access 

to quality health care careers by allowing 

students to access knowledge, skills, and 

leadership of all health science education. 

H.O.S.A. also allows the student to meet the 

needs of the health care community. 

Clubs from Classes 
By: Jadan Bible 



Ms. McCutchen 
By: Skylar Pyle 
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Q. How long have you been into social work? 

A.“I have completed nine years of school social work and one year of mental health 

social work.” 

Q. What is the best part of working with all the different groups of kids (teenagers, 

middle schoolers, and the younger ones)? 

A.“There’s never really a dull moment. It’s very diverse, and the fun never stops.”  

Q. Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing outside of school? 

A.“I enjoy shopping, singing, traveling and I love watching biographies or 

documentaries.” 

Q. Where were you employed before JCHS? 

A.“I worked at the Mar ion VA at the Behavioral Medicine Building.”  

Q. Since you’re working with the high school kids, do you have any memorable moments 

from high school? 

A.“For one, people were much nicer in high school. One of my memorable moments was 

during my school walkthrough, the assistant principal stopped and started playing the piano. 

People were confused at first, but he started singing “Happy Birthday” to the music teacher. It 

showed me the true bond and kindness between teachers and people in general. I love the 

quote, “Any phase of life is as great or memorable as you want it to be.”  

This year, Ms. McCutchen is filling a new 

position for the Johnston City School District. 

She is our new social worker. A social worker is 

someone who is present to help students flourish 

in their school environment. They often interact 

with students who are having some kind of 

difficulty, whether it be personally, academically, 

or behaviorally. They often have many different 

responsibilities and split their time between 

several schools (as in Ms. McCutchen’s place). 

Ms. McCutchen is also serving as the 

Homecoming sponsor this year! If you ever have 

any problems or want to know more about what 

Ms. McCutchen can do for you, make sure to 

stop by her office and see her! It is located in the 

first room past the high school office. 

What is a Social Worker? 
By: Zoe Bonds 



Mrs. Feidler 
By: Jean Burks 

 Mr. Walter 
By: Skylar Pyle 

Q. Have you always been into art? 

A. “Yes, it’s the only thing that I've ever wanted to do.”  

Q. What is your favorite thing to do in your free time? 

A. “Art is my favor ite, of course. I like watercolor, woodwork, stained glass and 

occasionally drawing, but it’s not my favorite.” 

Q. What your favorite project so far? 

A. “I really like throwing on the wheel.” 

Q. What are your favorite quotes? 

A. “I don' t really have any.” 

Q. What are your goals for this school year? 

A. “To br ing a K-12 art show to this district; I would love to 

bring everyone to more art competitions and expose everyone to 

other art students and art types.” 

Q. How long have you been teaching? 

A. “This is my four th year teaching.” 

Q. What's the most embarrassing thing that happened to you 

in high school? 

A. “Oh, I don’t remember that- it was way too long ago!” 
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Q. What is one of your goals for this year? 

A. “My goal this year is to increase student interest in agr iculture education and to add 

additional classes for the next school year.” 

Q. How long have you been into agriculture? 

A.“I’ve loved agr iculture since I was a teenager. When I graduated from high school, I 

went to Rend Lake for Agriculture Production/Management and SIU for Agriculture 

Information.” 

Q. For FFA, how do you plan on organizing the club? 

A.“I want to use the officers to help with organization. It’s a student run organization; 

I’m just the advisor.” 

Q. What was an embarrassing moment(s) when you were in high 

school? 

A.“I was voted the shyest senior. I don’t really remember any 

embarrassing moments.” 

Q. Do you happen to own any livestock? If so, tell me about 

them. 

A.“Yes, I own livestock. I have a for ty-acre hobby farm. I have 

beef cows/calves, two horses, goats, rabbits and chickens.” 



Mr. Shick 
By: Emily Lappin 

Mr. Watts 
By: Emily Lappin 

Q. What made you decide to become a 

teacher? 

A. “I grew up taking care of kids; I was very 

interested in their development. I was going to 

be a lawyer and I worked at a law firm for two 

years. I didn’t know I wanted to be a teacher 

until after.” 

 

 

Q.  Where did you grow up? 

A. “I grew up in Char leston, Illinois.”  

 

 

Q.  How different was your old school, and 

what schools did you teach at before 

Johnston City? 

A. “I taught at South Fork; it was a lot  

different and a lot smaller- about 100 kids. The 

school culture is better here, education wasn’t 

the top priority in the community.” 

 

 

Q.  What’s your goal for this school year? 

A. “My goal is to establish myself, my 

routine, get to know the kids and their 

interests, to help them out, and get comfortable 

with rules and procedures.” 

 

 

Q.  What was your most embarrassing  

moment in high school? 

A. “ Math was my best subject so I used to 

sleep in that class and the teacher would wake 

me up for tests and things like that. The 

teacher wanted to play a prank on me, so they 

changed the time on all 

the clocks, moved the 

students to a different 

class and had a janitor 

come in to wake me up 

and tell me I was late for 

basketball practice. I ran 

to the gym to get ready 

Q. Where have you taught before JCHS, 

and where was your favorite place to 

teach? 

A.“I star ted in Vandalia, followed by  

Carrier Mills and Crab Orchard. The first 

week here was my first week in twenty 

years, and this week is the best second 

week in twenty years.” 

 

Q. What is your favorite school lunch? 

A.“I haven’t had lunch here yet, but I 

hear that the wraps are the best.” 

 

Q. Where did you grow up? 

A.“I’m from Crab Orchard. I had a lot 

of friends from Marion and Johnston City. 

Trevor and Lenny were my first coaches.” 

 

Q. What is your favorite sport? 

A.“I love any spor t with a ball, even golf! 

I’m not good at it but I like it.” 

 

Q. What was your best memory from 

school? 

A.“My best memory is when I was a 

freshman and hit my first home run against 

Thompsonville.” 



Q. How long have you been a coach? 

A.“This is my twenty-fourth year 

coaching.” 

 

Q. Where did you coach before  

coming to Johnston City? 

A.“I coached at Lone Oak High 

School in Paducah, Marion, and 

Benton. I did two years at each. 
 

Q. Have you coached any other 

sports? If so, which sports? 

A.“I have coached basketball and 

track.” 

 

Q. How do you think the team will 

do this year? 

A. “The kids are working hard and 

we are looking to get better every 

week.” 

 

Q. What is your favorite thing about  

coaching? 

A.“The competitive nature of it, as 

well as being able to make an impact 

on younger lives.” 

 

Q. What is your favorite memory 

from high school? 

A.“My favorite high school memory 

was winning my first high school 

game.” 

 

Q. Did you play sports in high 

school? If so, which sports? 

A. “I played football, basketball, and 

track in high school.” 

Coach Thomas 
By: Lukas Davis 

Q. What classes do you teach this year? 

A.“I teach third and four th general music, fifth 

through eighth grade band and choir, and high 

school marching, concert, and pep band this year.” 

 

Q. How long have you been teaching? Have you 

had any other professions or jobs? 

A.“This is my fir st year  of public teaching, but 

I’ve given private lessons for twenty years, and 

owned a music studio for five years.” 

 

Q. What motivated you to become a teacher? 

What do you enjoy most about it? 

A.“My motivation to become a teacher  was 

probably owning the studio, raising my kids, and 

my family. I enjoy seeing the kids grow, and 

watching them reach their musical goals.” 

 

Q. What did you do before coming to Johnston 

City? 

A.“I was a substitute teacher  before coming to 

Johnston City.” 

 

Q. What are you looking forward to most in the 

years ahead? 

A.“I look forward to growing the music 

program in Johnston City.” 

 

Q. How do you think this season will go? 

A.“I think this season will go well. There are a 

lot of determined students this year, and there’s  

definitely a lot more participation than before.” 

 

Q. What do you enjoy doing in your down time? 

A.“I enjoy binge-watching TV shows, cooking,  

gardening, and spending time with my family.” 

 

Q. What are some interesting facts about you 

that most people wouldn’t know? 

A.“I have two music degrees, three kids, and I 

am a violinist.” 

Mrs. Graham 
By: Carly Madrid 
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Did You Know? 
By: Matthew Buckman 

 Pandas have a tail that at full weight, is 

one tenth its full body weight. 

 

 A female black widow spider usually  

 doesn’t kill her mate. 

 

 Humans lose anywhere from fifty to  

 one-hundred strands of hair per day. 

 

 Humans do NOT replace every cell in 

their body every so many years. 

 

 Research shows that authoritative 

parenting tends to produce children who 

are confident, self dependable, and 

successful. 

 

 In your lifetime, you have about a 1 in 

1,818 chance of fatally injuring yourself 

walking on stairs. 

 

 Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia 

is the fear of long words. 

 

 Recycling a single glass jar can save 

enough energy to watch television for 

three hours. 

 

 80% of our sense of taste is made up of 

our sense of smell. 

 

 John Tyler, the tenth president of the 

US, was born in 1790. He has a 

grandson that is alive today. 

Although JJ had a lot of good memories 

during high school, her biggest regret is not 

participating in enough clubs and events. 

When asked if she enjoyed her three years 

of high school so far, she replied with, 

“Yeah it’s been pretty fun.” JJ says she is 

not ready for high school to be over 

because she is not ready for college.  

Although she doesn’t think she is ready for 

college, she says she plans on going to John 

A. Logan to finish her generals and then 

SIU after high school. JJ says in her future 

she would like to be an elementary school 

teacher. Her favorite high school memory is 

when Mr. Page let them watch “The 

Grinch” in practical law.  

Senior Spotlight: JJ Casey 
By: Lexie Thomas 

My hair is brown.  

I am tall.  

I am great at math.  

I am an upperclassman. 
 

 

Who Am I? 
By: Jadan Bible 


